A practical guide for ancillary studies in pulmonary cytologic specimens.
Although most pulmonary cytologic specimens obtained by either exfoliation or fine needle aspirates can be reliably and accurately diagnosed based on pure morphologic criteria alone, a small proportion of cases require ancillary studies for either refining a diagnosis, for resolving a differential diagnosis or increasingly, for predictive purposes in primary lung carcinomas. This article aims to provide practical guidance on the use of common ancillary studies in pulmonary cytologic specimens. Cancer Cytopathol 2018;000:000-000. © 2018 American Cancer Society.